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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 107164 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREFRP 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN REFUGEES 

REF: MANILA 5864 

1. REGARDING 35 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD PANAMANIA SHIP 
U.S.G. CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEM. EMBASSY 
MAY TELL GOP, QTE, THE U.S.G. IS UNDERTAKING THE RESETTLE- 
MENT OF A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA 
AND BELIEVES THAT OTHER NATIONS SHOULD SHARE IN THIS 
ENDEAVOR. CONSEQUENTLY, THE U.S.G. CANNOT ASSUME RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR THOSE REFUGEES WHOM THE U.S.G. DID NOT PHYSI- 
CALLY REMOVE. WE HOPE THE GOVT. OF THE PHILIPPINES WILL 
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SHOW COMPASSION FOR THOSE REFUGEES WHO ARE UNDER PHILIP- 
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PINES JURISDICTION. END QTE. 

2. SAME POLICY APPLIES TO 27 REFUGEES ABOARD SWEDISH SHIP 
MS JAPAN. KISSINGER 
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